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Course information:

Introduce students to the general foundations of conceptual, metaphysical, epistemological, sociological, cultural, and political
issues through presentation and active participation in discussions about medicine and healthcare today, based on reflections
from the past and challenges for the future.

Analyze and critically interpret key concepts in the study of the relationship between philosophy and medicine: health and
illness; three theories of causality in disease; holism and reductionism in medicine; controversial diseases; evidence in
medicine; objective and social structures of science and medicine; evaluation of diagnosis and screening; research medical
priorities; public health issues; student presentations.

After completing the course, students will be able to:

Identify and explain the main philosophical questions that arise in everyday life, including health, illness, pain, vulnerability,
dignity, etc.

Critically evaluate arguments in the philosophy of medicine and healthcare.

Demonstrate a deep and systematic understanding of the philosophical approach to medicine.

Justify professionalism in various healthcare situations.

Write a clear and well-argued seminar paper.

Use relevant terms and argumentation in oral and written forms.
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Curriculum:

Student obligations:

Regular attendance of lectures / work-hops; 2. Activity in lectures and work-shops; 3. Final (written) exam. During the course
of studies, according to lecturer's instructions, students will have to develop and defend their paper (in the form of
discussion), based on lectures, practical work and  knowledge acquired. A particular attention will be paid to the student's
ability to use the acquired knowledge in their work and analysis of the selected topic (problem). In addition, students must
prepare a presentation that would reflect a freely chosen question from the area of introduction to the philosophy of medicine.
Finally, students will take an exam from the introduction to the philosophy of medicine. The final grade will be graded
according to a grading system from 1 to 5. Assessment is carried out in accordance with the Rules of Assessment of the
Faculty of Medicine, University of Rijeka: attendance is 10 (%), presentation of seminar paper 40 (%), and final written essaz
50 (%). 

Exam (exam taking, description of the written/oral/practical part of the exam, point
distribution, grading criteria):

Other notes (related to the course) important for students:

Students are expected to attend classes regularly, actively participate in seminars and pass the final exam. Attendance
records are determined by roll call at the beginning of class. Student absences are justified with a medical excuse. Except
during consultations and by appointment, the teacher is also available via e-mail.
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